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remains of a man abounding in honours and in
riches. Such is the Court; the dead are always
in fault, and cannot be put out of sight too soon.
The King said, " M. Fouquet is dead, I hear."
" He was no longer Fouquet," replied the Duke
d'Ayen; " Your Majesty had permitted him to
change that name, under which, however, he
acquired all his reputation." The King shrugged
his shoulders. His Majesty had, in fact, granted
him letters patent, permitting him not to sign
Fouquet during his ministry. I heard this on
the occasion in question. M. de Choiseul had
the war department at his death. He was every
day more and more in favour. Madame treated
him with greater distinction than any previous
minister, and his manners towards her were the
most agreeable it is possible to conceive, at once
respectful and gallant. He never passed a day, and asked who it was.     How great was                 |
